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Al Lamarque, Danny Moebs, Karl Amelchenko, and Nick Lovelace. 
Burt Conley, Audrey Golden, Katie McClanahan, and Laura Petrie. 

 

 

Nothing seems to faze this group of students.  

They have seen a lot in their short time here -- 

from 103 year old clients, to sticky situations that 

called for a security guard, to the $30,000 rip-off 

by a niece, to a case involving cruise ship tickets!  

Armed with intelligence, compassion, and good 

humor, they have taken on every case that came 

their way.  They asked questions, did research, 

negotiated, investigated, drafted and advised.  

Congratulations to a versatile and energetic 

group! 
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SSSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLS   OFOFOF   LLLAWAWAW   ANDANDAND   MMMEDICINEEDICINEEDICINE       
 

 We have had a high level of interaction this  

semester with our partners in the medical school.  

For example, two nursing students spent time ob-

serving the law students at work.  Also, Professor 

Mewhinney taught several sessions to the young 

physicians in the geriatrics fellowship program.  

And, law student Katie McClanahan attended the 

quarterly meeting of the medical centerôs Ethics 

Committee. 
 

 Dr. Hal Atkinson , head of geriatrics fellowship 

training, taught a class to the law students about 

medical issues of older patients.  This is just one way 

that our partnership with the medical school enriches 

both our teaching and the quality of representation 

we can offer older adults.  Understanding the medi-

cal aspects of mental capacity issues is particularly 

critical in the field of elder law. 
 

 Our neighbors in the Sticht Center on Aging in-

clude the Geriatric Assessment Clinic and Memory 

Disorders Clinic.  Sometimes, our law students will 

finish their interview with a client who has memory 

problems, and then explain the services offered by 

these medical clinics.  Referrals are easy when the 

law student can just show the client and his or her 

family the very place where the geriatricians hold 

appointments.   
 

Al Lamarque actually spent an afternoon ob-

serving the Memory Disorders Clinic.  He saw the 

classic ñFolstein mini-mental status examò being  

administered, and heard what issues brought families 

and patients to the screening clinic.   
 

All the family members I witnessed tried to take 

control when the patient could not answer a ques-

tion.  The doctor remained focused on the patient 

until he knew he was not going to get an appropri-

ate response and thené                (See TEACHING, p. 4)   

www.law.wfu.edu/eclinic  
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CCCOURTOURTOURT---AAAPPOINTEDPPOINTEDPPOINTED   IIINVESTIGATORSNVESTIGATORSNVESTIGATORS   
 

Nick Lovelace is assisting a woman whose adult 

daughter has severe autism.  Nick obtained medical 

records and prepared the necessary papers to show 

the need for a guardian and then represented the 

mother in the court hearing. 
 

Burt Conley served as the ñguardian ad litemò 

for a woman who is now in a nursing home.  The 

womanôs husband filed for guardianship so that he 

could manage her affairs.  Burt met with the medical 

staff and tried to interview the wife.  He then drafted 

a report to the court, finding that the legal standard of 

incompetency had been met. 

Al Lamarqueôs client asks a question about her will. 

CCCOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY    PPPROGRAMSROGRAMSROGRAMS   
 

Laura Petrie gave a talk to the Galilee Mission-

ary Baptist Church on ñWills, Powers of Attorney 

and Advance Medical Directives.ò  Laura fielded 

quite a few questions and provided useful informa-

tion to the attendees.  This type of outreach provides 

a community service.  It also gives students experi-

ence doing client development, a useful skill when 

they are out practicing law. 
 

Nick Lovelace gave a presentation to a group of 

people in a clinical research study being conducted 

by the Wake Forest University Department of Health 

and Exercise Science.  The SHARP-P study is a ran-

domized clinical trial to assess whether physical ac-

tivity and cognitive training reduces the risk of sig-

nificant cognitive decline in older people. 
 

Karl Amelchenko teamed up with our local hos-

pice to provide free living wills and health care pow-

ers of attorney to members of the law school commu-

nity.  Collaborating with Karl was the Community 

Partnership on End-of-Life Care. 
www.hospicecarecenter.org/programsPartnerships.aspx  

SSSHOWHOWHOW   MMMEEE   THETHETHE   MMMONEYONEYONEY!!!   
 

    Laura Petrie handled a sticky inter-

state situation.  The clientôs adult daughter 

had been court-appointed guardian in another state, 

but seems to have mismanaged the motherôs funds 

there.  A bench warrant was issued for her arrest and 

a new guardian appointed!  The Social Security Ad-

ministration recently redirected the clientôs income 

to the new out-of-state guardian, who then stopped 

sending funds here to North Carolina.  Our clientôs 

daughter, who has been her caregiver here for several 

years, was left without this important income.  Laura 

managed to persuade the new guardian and the local 

and out-of-state Social Security Administration of-

fices that the clientôs income had to be sent to her 

here.  So, a new ñrepresentative payeeò now handles 

the income for her in our state. 

Their Clients LOVE Them!Their Clients LOVE Them!Their Clients LOVE Them!    
       

ñBurt Conley was courteous and friendly.  He 

had a sincere desire to help.  I was very appreciative 

of his follow-up summary letter.ò 
 

ñKatie McClanahan was very poised and confi-

dent.  I especially liked her overall manner and pre-

paredness.  Itôs great that Wake Forest offers this 

service!ò 

A warm greeting from Burt Conley. 

http://www.hospicecarecenter.org/programsPartnerships.aspx


 

             The Elder Law Clinic         

                               Page 3 

FFFINDINGINDINGINDING    THETHETHE   RRRIGHTIGHTIGHT    AAAPPROACHPPROACHPPROACH      
Danny Moebs ï Second Year Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I found my first meeting with a client at The 

Elder Law Clinic to be refreshing.  My previous law 

school experience involved class attendance followed 

by sitting alone to read court opinions and make out-

lines.  My most faithful companions were my laptop 

and a handful of heavy, overpriced casebooks.  It 

was a breath of fresh air to meet with an actual hu-

man being whom I could provide with legal assis-

tance. 
 

One of my first thoughts that returned over the 

next few months was how little I actually knew, in 

spite of undergoing three semesters of intense legal 

study.  Each new client brought a new set of issues - 

consumer issues, federal subsidized housing rules, 

and more.  At times, I felt like I knew little more than 

the clients did.  Although disconcerting, I realized 

that my obligation was not to give my clients bril-

liant, insightful advice on the spot, but rather to 

gather all the information necessary for me to seek 

and find the correct approach to their problems after 

the initial interview.  In the meantime, I needed to 

reassure them that we were capable of and commit-

ted to doing so. 
 

It was easiest to keep from becoming too emo-

tionally involved in my clientsô cases when the cases 

involved something straightforward like drafting a 

will or a power of attorney.  There was no emer-

gency in these situations, and no clientôs comfort or 

happiness was immediately at stake.  The encounters 

that were the most stressful for me were a handful of 

discussions with the adult children of clients.  One of 

these adult children was quite frustrated and over-

whelmed by the burden of caring for her mother. The 

ongoing troubles involved in meeting all of her  

Danny Moebs meets with client and his sons. 

Figuring things out with Laura Petrie. 

motherôs growing needs had clearly been wearing 

down the daughter for some time.  It was difficult to 

keep the daughterôs stress and frustration from rub-

bing off on me.  As much as I would have liked to 

ease this burden somewhat, I had to recognize that 

all I could do was to provide the services requested 

of me - giving Medicaid advice, etc.  These would 

make the path a little easier for both the daughter 

and the mother, but ultimately I could not entirely 

eliminate the anxiety inherent in caring for an aged 

parent over the long term. 
 

Over the semester, I became reconciled to the 

slow pace at which some of my cases moved.  While 

some problems could be solved easily, others re-

quired me to do some research, send a letter to 

someone, await a response, contact my client about 

something, and then to await another response, - 

while the underlying problem seemed to hang there, 

unsolved through several weeks or longer.  I felt like 

I needed to work overtime to bring them to a conclu-

sion.  Then, I came to see this as a regular part of a 

legal practice.  Many clientsô situations cannot be 

resolved quickly or easily (unlike law school class 

hypotheticals) and it is better that they be resolved 

well than that they be resolved speedily and inade-

quately. 
 

This semester has given me a much greater ap-

preciation for the significance of elder law issues in 

modern society.  They have a profound real-life im-

pact upon countless older Americans, and I am 

grateful for the chance to help a few of these seniors 

navigate these complex waters. 


