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 Ashley Bell, William Chuang, Will Miller, Alyse Herrington, and Irena Popova 

The Grand Prix and The Grand Prix and The Grand Prix and    

the Grandpa the Grandpa the Grandpa    
 

 Alyse Herrington reviewed a lawsuit 

filed against her client for nonpayment of a 

car loan.  This gentlemanôs granddaughter 

had bad credit, so he had helped by co-

signing on the loan.  When she stopped pay-

ing, he was sued.  The grandfather now has 

health problems that make him unable to 

understand his situation.  Fortunately, sev-

eral years ago he had signed a power of at-

torney, appointing his son as his agent.  

Alyse is negotiating a settlement agreement 

with the judgment creditorôs attorney.  If the 

parties do not settle, Alyse has advised the 

clientôs son about state laws protecting some 

assets from collection. 
The Elder Law Clinic had a productive semester,  

giving students an opportunity to develop lawyering 

skills with actual clients.  The law students, all in their 

third year of school, provided a valuable community  

service while learning how to handle a variety of civil 

matters. 
 

The studentsô practical experience has involved client 

meetings, legal research, advice letters, drafting of wills, 

and court matters.  Here is just a sampling of what these 

hard-working advocates have been engaged in, with the 

facts changed to protect client confidences. 

Students Serve Area SeniorsStudents Serve Area SeniorsStudents Serve Area Seniors   

Checking the Fine PrintChecking the Fine PrintChecking the Fine Print   
 

 Ashley Bellôs client had a disability in-

surance policy with a major company.  After 

she was injured some years ago, the com-

pany paid her benefits.  Then, when she be-

came eligible for Social Security disability 

benefits, the company asked to be repaid 

some of what they had paid her.  Ashley 

reviewed the contract terms and determined 

that the claim was justified. 
 

 Some cases are assigned to students ac-

cording to their interests or experience.  

This was a good one for Ashley because she 

has worked with a law firm that specializes 

in disability law. 
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Alyse Herrington greets a client and her daughter.   

   

Guardianship HearingsGuardianship HearingsGuardianship Hearings   
 

Irena Popova met with two sisters.  Their 93- 

year-old father, though living at home, is no longer 

able to handle his finances.  The sisters were con-

cerned that one of their brothers was taking money 

from their father.  Irena prepared the necessary 

pleadings to file, to ask a court to appoint a guardian 

for the father.  She explained the procedures to the 

sisters to help them understand the timetable and op-

tions.  The court will decide which adult child is the 

right person to serve as guardian for the father. 
 

 William Chuang advised an adult daughter 

whose mother was declared incompetent in another 

state.  This daughter removed her mother from that  

state ï which didnôt go over very well with the courts 

there!  William is doing some investigation and re-

search into state and federal laws.  Next semesterôs 

students may be busy with this case! 
 

 Will Miller  was court-appointed to represent a 

woman who was a patient in the intensive care unit.  

The hospital where she was a patient had initiated a 

court proceeding to have her declared incompetent.  

After interviewing the health care team, Will  deter-

mined that she met the statutory standard as an in-

competent adult and advised the court of this.  He 

recommended that an agency be appointed to be the 

medical decision-maker for this patient. 

 

Ashley Bell is helping a brother and sister whose 

mother has dementia.  The siblings learned that their 

mother had built up some large bills.  But she could 

not seem to figure out where the bills came from or 

how to pay them.  Because of the severity of the 

motherôs memory problems, Ashley determined that 

the woman lacked the mental capacity to sign a 

power of attorney.  So, Ashley assisted the family by 

drafting a petition to have one sibling court-

appointed as the motherôs guardian.  She gathered 

medical records and interviewed family members to 

prepare for the hearing, which is scheduled for De-

cember.  Ashley also advised them about becoming a 

ñrepresentative payeeò for Social Security.   
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 Special thanks to these attorneys for consulting 

with The Elder Law Clinic students on their areas of 

expertise:  Brandt Deal (real estate issues), Clyde 

Cash (bankruptcy) and Christopher Small (collec-

tion of judgments).  These attorneys are role models 

of collegiality, an aspect of professionalism we 

teach our students. 
 

 We were fortunate to have excellent guest  

lecturers this semester:  
 

Barbara H. Fulp, C.P.A., and  

Jamehl Demons, M.D., of the medical 

schoolôs Section on Geriatrics.  

Ashley Bell learns about multi-disciplinary team  

evaluations from Clinical Fellow Deanna Mangieri, D.O.   


